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BILLY JONES' WILDCAT RAILROAD IN OPERATION 





; This non-commercial minature railroad is in 
the orchard of Billy Jones, retired S.P. 
engineer, in Los Gatos, It will be one of 
the feature attractions of Nor-Cal's trip 
to Los Gatos on April 25th.-- Jack Gibson 
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March 9 marked the second 
meeting of the year for the Joint 
Bay Area Excursion Board and 
in general the tentative excur- 
sion schedules published before 
were approved. Notable additions 
or changes were made in the fol- 
lowing dates: April 4, May 2, May 
8-9, July 17, Aug. 7, and Oct. 10. 

April 25—Nor-Cal—SP to Los Gatos. 
Picnic in the LG park and ride on the 
Wildcat Railroad 

May 2—BAERA-—Sacramento North- 
ern to Pittsburg. 

May 8-9—Cal-Nevada—SP to Sparks 
and Wendell using all steam power. 

May 16—Nor-Cal—SF Muny work 
equipment. 

May 23—R&LHS—Sacramento, then 
choice of Roseville, Sacto shops, or city 
tour. 

May 29-30-31—Central Coast—Arcata 
& Mad River Centennial Celebration, 
oldest railroad west of the Rockies. Day 
rides on the NWP Sat., Mon., with Sun- 
day on the A&MR and Northern Red- 


wood Lumber Co. logging line. Rail 
fare $20.00 from San Rafael 
June 6—R&LHS—ST&E using club- 


owned coach #6. 

June 13—Cen. Coast San Joaquin 
River boat trip from Stockton 

June 18-19-20—R&LHS, Cal-Nevada— 
Dunsmuir RR Days with side trip to 
Ashland. 


July 10-11—Nor-Cal—WP Budd car to 
Quincy Jct., Quincy RR to Quincy. 
July 17—Cal-Nevada—Ex-Napa Val- 


ley cars on Yager Creek logging line of 

The Pacific Lumber Co 
Cen. Coast, 

R&LHS Joint 


Aug Nor-Cal, Cal- 
Nevada, picnic to Big 
rees 

Aug. 7—BAERA—Sacramento North- 
ern to Sacramento and Woodland 
Aug. 29—Nor-Cal—SP to Davenport 
Sept. 19—R&LHS—NWP and Cal 
Western one day round trip 

Sept. 26—Nor-Cal—WP 94 to San Jose 
and Carbona 

Oct. 10—Cal-Nevada 
er River Railway. 


WP and Feath- 


Oct. 10-24—Ry. Club of So. Cal. 
Trains Holiday to Milwaukee, etc 
Oct. 24—Nor-Cal—SN to Pittsburg 


Information can be obtained from the 
following addresses 

Central Coast Railway Club—Merle 
— 2009 Johnston Ave., San Jose, 
Calif 

Northern California Railroad Club— 
Al Thoman, 502 Dale View, Belmont, 
Calif 

Railway & Locomotive Historical So- 
ciety—J. E. Turner, 1739 Berkeley Way, 
Berkeley, Calif 

California- Nevada Railroad Histori- 
—Arthur Lioyd Jr., 3533 
, San Mateo, Calif 

Area Electric Railroad Assn.— 

Addison — 2119 Marin Ave., Berk- 


eley 
Cal Chapter R&LHS — Donald 
Duke, 2304 Melville, San Marino 9, Calif 
Pacific Railway Society—Box 5279, 
— Station, Los Angeles 55, 

ali 


Little known is the fact that 
early in March member Billy 
Jones’ Wildcat Railroad was 


broadened to 19 inches in an at- 
tempt to accommodate the 1900, 
0-6-0T, of the Overfair Ry. equip- 
ment, which bound on some of the 
curves. At present the gauge is 
back to 18 inches until locomotive 
alterations are made—then back 
to 19 inches! 
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NARROW GAUGE TOUR DELIGHTS RAILFAN 


ge eenneym train ran on the “Slim 
Princess” line again February 22, 
when 50 railfans participated in the 
California-Nevada Railroad Historical 
Society's one-day excursion from Owenyo 
to Laws and return. 

Dubbed the “Slim Princess” many 
years ago by Owens Valley residents, 
the 7l-mile Keeler-Laws branch is SP’s 
only narrow line. It connects 
with the San Joaquin Division mainline 
via the 143-mile Owenyo-Mojave “Jaw- 
branch. 


gauge 


bone” 

Regular passenger service dis- 
continued many years ago, 
Laws-Benton-Mina of the line 
was abandoned. Railfan groups make 
periodic trips over the branch, last ac- 


was 
before the 
section 


tive narrow-gauge segment of the orig- 
inal Carson & Colorado. Portions of 


SP’s Hazen-Mina branch, standard gauge 
for many years, are also of C&C origin. 

The Washington's Birthday excursion 
attracted two passengers with more than 
a railfan’s interest in the old line. W. 
A. “Si” Perkins, now legal aid investi- 
gator for BRT, was a brakeman on the 
line in 1905. His brother, A. G. Perkins, 


The Santa Fe is now thinking of all-dome. or 


level” 


cars on March 





coaches for service between Los Angeles and 
Chicago in the all-coach “El Capitan.” The 
sets in this service were equipped with all-dome lounge 
Railway Age 











also on the trip, is senior transportatioy 
supervisor, California Public Utilitig 
Commission and formerly an SP trais 
man. 

Trainmaster G. B. Morrill accom 
panied the group. Engine 18, one of th 
last two narrow gauge engines in service 
pulled the four-car extra train. Tw 
gondolas fitted with benches. a forme 
C&C car and a combinaticd 
coach, also of C&C parentage, now th 
branch’s regular caboose, made up th 
train. Switching moves at Laws to pic 
up three cars of concentrates for reloa 
ing into standard gauge cars at Oweny 
and turning of the engine on the “Am 
strong” turntable at Laws were amon 
many high points for the camera. cary 
ing fans. 


baggage 


The Southern Pacifie has order} 
one 50-ton, 450-hp. diesel unit fr 
the General Electric Company. i 
unit, for use on the three-ft.-gage li 
between Keeler, Cal., and Laws—alv 
71 miles—will replace two steam } 
comotives when delivered next » 
tember. 


“upper 


ve train 
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Of Course, You May Go for Fairy Tales 

Day by day, Plan B looks more and more like 
the phoniest thing in the way of a fairy tale 
since Little Red. Riding Hood unmasked her 
“Grandmother.” The one thing it can do is to 
strip the Powell-st cable cars of their charter 
protection—so city hall bureaucrats could kill 
them, too. 

If the supervisars put Plan B on the ballot, 
you can be sure they do so. knowing it’s fulfill- 
ment’s as likely as-a bridge to China. For, 
despite all the talk, there’s so visible way to 
raise the money. ee 

The supervisors, the Utilities Commission, 
and Mayor Robinson all know, as a practical 
political matter, that a two-thirds vote for a 
bond issue is out of the question. Suspect, too, is 
the notion that the big dewntown taxpayers will 
stand tied either for an 8c-jump in the tax rate 
or for a basic change in charter fiscal safeguards 
so as to spread it over two years. 

But pass the hashish. Let’s dream a little. 
Let’s suppose it’s 1957 and Plan B’s in operation. 
Powell-st is now carrying most of its present load 
and the Hyde-st people, too. Takes more cars 
than in 1954, all right. 

But have the police cleared those parked cars 
from the curb yet? Certainly not, you silly. 
San Francisco’s still the town that knows how to 
do things—backward. It’s still the town where 
the cops throw YOU in jail for it, but it’s quite 
all right for the AUTOMOBILES to sleep in 
the gutter. 


GN Orders 22 Dome Cars 
From Budd Company 


Twenty-two dome cars for use on 
the Great Northern's streamline “Em- 
pire Builder” have been ordered from 
the Budd Company. Delivery of the 
$542-million order is scheduled for 
beginning of the vacation travel season 
in June 1955. 

Four dome cars will be placed in, 
each of the five “Empire Builder” 
train sets which provide daily service 
between Chicago and Seattle and Port- 
land. Three of the cars will be dome 
coaches, seating 44 passengers on the 
lower level and 24 in the dome com- 
partment. The fourth will be for sleep- 
ing-car passengers, with a full-length 
upper level accommodating 77 passen- 
gers in chair and lounge seats. An 
additional lounging section seating 34 
passengers will be located on the lower 
level. 

The GN said the two additional cars 
will “be used as extras.” 


The Northern Pacifie has ordered 
one rail diesel car (RDC-3) from the 
Budd Company at an estimated base 
cost of $162.350. Delivery of the car, 
which probably will be used between 
Duluth, Minn.. and Staples. is ex- 
pected during the first quarter of 
1955. 
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Still Up to Tricks 


Once again the Public Utilities Com- 
mission and the Muni management 
have been far from frank with the 
people. 

In the proposed Plan B charter 
amendment they have inserted a clause 
saying, “This section shall take prece- 
dence over Section 121 of the Charter, 
and any other section deemed in con- 
flict therewith.” 

This tricky language was intended 
to get around Section 74 of the Charter 
which requires capital costs of utilities 
operating at a deficit to be financed by 
bond issue. 

The Muni authorities want to pay 
the cost of Plan B out of Muni revenues. 
Muni is operating at a deficit. Unless 
they can set aside the Chartér they will 
have to ask the people to vote bonds. 
They don’t want a bond issue on the 
ballot because, due to popular opposi- 
tion to bonds, their Plan B would likely 
be defeated. 

So the scheme was hatched to nul- 
lify the Charter and put the cost in the 
city budget, thus hanging it on the tax- 
payers immediatelyrather than stretch- 
ing out over a period of years. 

This maneuver is not surprising in 
the light of past performances of the 
utility authorities. It recalls the ques- 
tionable procedure of the PUC in avoid- 
ing a public meeting when the decision 
was reached to kill off major parts of 
the cable system, and the bewildering 
fluctuations in cost figures that have 
been published since. 

If the supervisors need a further 
reason for refusing to put Plan B on 
the June ballot this latest lack of can- 
dor by the Muni management is it. 

If, however, they decide to allow the 
plan to be put before the electorate 
they should insist that the City Charte: 
be complied with to the letter and a 
bond issue be put on the same ballot 
to finance the deal. 


The Pacific of Mexico (Ferrocar- 
ril del Pacifico) has ordered 300 50- 
ton box cars from the Pullman-Stand- 
ard Car Manufacturing Company, and 
60 70-ton hopper ballast cars from the 
Magor Car Corporation. 


The Pacifie of Mexico (Ferrocar- 
ril del Pacifico) has ordered four 
1,600-hp. diesel road units from the 
American Locomotive Company. 
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Denverite's Plans for Purchase 
Of Narrow Gauge Hit Snag 32s: 


Plans to organize a group to 
purchase the narrow gauge Sil- 
verton branch of the Rio Grande 
Railroad may have to be aban- 
doned, William Kostka, Denver 
pu lic relations and advertising 
executive, said Thursday. 

- He made the announcement 
after Pasquale Marranzino, 
Rocky Mountain News colum- 
mist, raised the question Sunday 
ebout what had happened to 


Kosta said Rio Grande offi- 
cials have not been able to de- 
termine a selling price. Kostka 
said he was told previously his 
group would be able to purchase 
the line for its net salvage value, 
which is the scrap value of the 
rail itself, less the cost of tear- 
ing up the rail. 

Several weeks ago Kostka an- 
nounced he was forming a group 
of Texas oilmen and Colorado 
businessmen to ‘purchase and 
continue operation of the last 


narrow gauge passenger line in 
the country as a tourist attrac. 
tion, 

He said he will be unable te 


‘arrange for financing until » 


purchase price is established. 
All negotiations are subject te 
approval of the Interstate Com- 
merce Commission. Kostka said 
the railroad has not filed its pe- 
tition for abandoment ef the 
line, but announced Jast fall 
such a petition would be filed. 








NP Plans $5-Million Yard 
At Pasco, Washington 


An electrically operated hump-re- 
tarder yard will be built by the North- 
ern Pacific at Pasco. Wash., where the 
NP’s transcontinental line connects 
with the Spokane, Portland & Seattle. 
Preliminary phases of the project will 
get under way this spring and the en- 
tire project is scheduled for comple- 
tion early in 1955. 

NP President Robert S. Macfarlane 
has termed the Pasco project “the most 
important yard development ever un- 
dertaken by the Northern Pacific.” 
Three connecting yards, totaling four 
miles in length and containing 50 miles 
of track, are to be constructed. Room 
for this expansion beyond present fa- 
cilities has been provided through pur- 
chase of an 80-acre adjoining tract. 
Mr. Mcfarlane named two factors lead- 
ing up te the decision to build the new 
yard: 

(1) An anticipated steady increase 
in traffic from the nearby million-acre 
Columbia Basin irrigation project, and 

(2) An already heavy interchange 
of cars destined to and from the Port- 
land area and California points. 


The Northern Pacifie has ordered 
three business cars from the Pullman- 
Standard Car Manufacturing Company 
at an estimated cost of $330,000 each. 
Delivery is scheduled for next Decem- 
ber. 


Santa Fe.—A contract covering 
construction of a 36-ft. by 252-ft. 
structural steel extension to the diesel 
traction motor repair shop at San 
Bernardino, Cal., has been awarded 
to Lindgren & Swinerton, Inc., Los 
Angeles. The extension will be equip- 
ped with a crane runway. Remodeling 
of the car repair shed in the shop area 
at Redondo Junction, Los Angeles, has 
been covered by a contract awarded 
to Wm. P. Neil Company, of Los 
Angeles. The building to be remodeled 
is 66 ft. by 353 ft. 


NOTE 


Later reports 
indicated that 
the above story 
may have been a 
attempt to get 


the D&RGW 


to 


make an offer. 


SOUTHERN PACIFIC 
ENGINE SCRAPPINGS 


2371 LA. 2/19 
2464 Bay. 1/18 
2520 Port. 1/27 
2569 Port. 1/14 
2733 Sac. 2/24 
2810 Tib. 2/26 
3221 Bay. 2/5 

3222 Bay. 2/22 
3245 Sac. 2/24 
3311 Sac. 2/24 
3625 L.A. 2/10 
4332 LA. 1/7 

4356 Sac. 2/24 
4359 Sac. 2/24 
4369 Sac. 2/24 
5018 Port. 2/26 
5022 Sac. 2/24 
5044 Port. 2/9 


WESTERN PACIFIC 
SCRAP DATES AT 
HYMAN-MICHAELS 


SAN FRANCISCO 
30 = 3/5/54 
308 - 2/11/54 
326 - 3/19/54 
331 - 2/25/54 
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Milwaukee Seeks Probe 
Of Spokane “Gateway” 


The Milwaukee has launched a com. 
plaint against the Spokane, Portland 
& Seattle over traffic moving through 


the Spokane, Wash., gateway. The 
complaint, filed with the L-C.C., also 
named two SP&S subsidiaries, the 


Oregon Electric and Oregon Trunk. 
The SP&S is controlled by the Great 
Northern and Northern Pacific, and 
the Milwaukee charges these roads 
have joint rate and through route ar- 
rangements which are more favorable 
than the combination-rate arrangemen! 
which SP&S has with Milwaukee. 
According to the complaint, the 
SP&S has refused to equalize the sit- 
uation, and the Milwaukee would like 
the LC.C. to look into the matter. 


McCloud River. — This road _ has 
applied to the LC.C. for authority to 
construct a 22-mile rail line between 
Burney, Cal., and a point called Ditch 
Creek. The road also has asked for 
authority to acquire and operate 4 
10-mile segment between Ditch Creek 
and Pondosa. The new rail line would 
give the carrier access to an area in 
which timber reserves are estimated 
at more than four billion feet. The 
10-mile existing segment of line is 
owned by the McCloud River Lumber 
Company. a firm which plans to be- 
gin timber operations at Burney. The 
lumber company has agreed to lend 


$1,500,000 to the McCloud River Rail- 
road to finance the acquisition and 
new construction. This loan, with in- 
terest at 34% per cent, will be subject 
to separate “approval by the LCC. 


California Western.—Two miles 
of 70-lb. rail are being replaced with 
112-lb. rail at a cost of $40,000; a 
wooden Howe truss bridge is being 





replaced with a steel deck-plate girde: 
bridge at an estimated cost of $25,000, 
and a group of wooden piers are be- 
ing replaced with concrete piers for 
another steel deck girder bridge at an 
estimated cost of $25,000. 
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Western Pacific Day 
Slated at Travel Town 


Next Sunday willbe Western Gilbert Kneiss, eastatani * 
ific Day at Travel Town in Western Pacific President Fred- 
seme vac and the 2 p.m. erick M. Whitman, will official- 
se tohli ly present to Travel Town loco- 
program will be highlighted by motive No. 26, a Consolidated- 
the presentation of two more type 2-8-0 veteran of the rails 
historic locomotives to the which was built by the Ameri- 
famous transportation display, can Locomotive Co. in 1909, 
the Los Angeles City Recrea- Second Presentation 
tion and Park Department re- ig pm nag er 
ickson Jr., the city’s Superin- 
—_ a sient d ttend tendent of Recreation, the sec- 
agp a open ond presentation Sunday will 
the event will include Mayor bh California Motor locomotive 
Poulson, Councilman John C. No, 2, one of three engines built 
Holland, 14th District, members for the Central Pacific (now 
of the City Recreation and Southern Pacific) in 1882 by the 
Park Commission, officials of Baldwin Locomotive Works. 
railroads serving the Pacific Making this donation at the 
Coast, and individuals and rep- program will be Jerry Best, . 


resentatives of —— t a 
hich h made donations 0: E h Gl 
vehicles ‘to Travel Town. ar acier 
Threatening 
e a) 
Railway Line 


Slide Closes 3/29 
Rails to Eureka swarm. 


EUREKA (UP—A huge earth mile-long “earth glacier’ is 
slide carried away about 650 feet threatening the main north- 
of the 9 agg gene Pacific —_ south line of the Northwestern 
= “ae tone mes: oon Pacific railroad in the Eel River 
‘ Rail traffic was stopped for an Canyon about 60 miles south of 
indefintie period. here. 

The slide occurred in the Eel 7 Morrison, general man- 
river canyon at Shively and cov- aper of the railroad, said crews 
€red the single track to a depth working around the clock have 
vf 30 feet in some places. moved the tracks sideways an 

It was about 45 miles north of average of 41 feet a day for 12 
4 troublesome earth “glacier” gays to keep the slowly moving 
where railroad workmen have mass of earth and clay from 
fought successfully to keep the burying the right-of-way. 
track open. i. The unstable “earth glacier” 

Big trees still stood upright after is formed by poor drainage in 
todav’s massive earth movement. the clay which constitutes the 
upper part of the canyon wall. 
The clay becomes plastic and 
starts moving, forcing the dry 
earth and boulders along with 


Sacramento Northern. — Track- 
age Rights—Division 4 of the I.C.C. 
has approved this road's plan to 
abandon its own line between Globe. 


Cal, and nearby Haggin yard, and The great mass of earth has 
substitute trackage operation over @ approached the tracks several 
parallel line of the parent Western times and in 1938 cut off service 
Pacific. Crossover tracks will be con- 


: ‘for 73 days. 

, structed at an approximate cost of! at that time, an elaborate 
$15,010. The I.C.C. previously withheld drainage system was installed 
approval because the SN had not ap- to dry up the earth mass and 
plied for authority to abandon its own create a buttress against fur- 
) line between Globe and Haggin ther slippage. But, Morrison 
The Western Pacific has ordered said, the pressure of the upper 










100 50-ton double-door box cars from clay apparently overcame the 
‘the Pullman-Standard Car Manufac- resistance of the drier earth and 
turing Company at a cost exceeding the “glacier” started moving 
pee Delivery is scheduled for again. 

® April. 
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Monorail 
Plan Still 
| ’ e a 
In Making 
‘Two officials of the Monorail 
Engineering and Construction 
Corp. insisted today the firm will 
produce — though belatedly — an 
overhead rail rapid transit pro- 
posal for San Francisco. : 
Both the president, George D. 
Roberts, and the vice president, 
Thomas I. St. John, denied re- 
ports published today, that the 
firm had abandoned the project: 
And Supervisor Marvin E. 
Lewis, a monorail enthusiast who 
had announced such a plan 
would be presented here March 


28, expressed confidence it would 
be forthcoming. 


Maybe Three Months 

In Los Angeles, Roberts said 
he recently found the March 28 
deadline could not be met, and 
informed Lewis. 

“But any talk that the project 
has been indefinitely postponed 
is not true. The engineering re- 
port should be ready within 
three months.” 

Roberts said he knew nothing 
of an investigation into stock 
sales _by his firm,’ undertaken 
recently by the State Division 
of Corporations, according . to 
Donald A. Pearce, assistant cor- 
Porations commissioner. 

State records show 203 persons 
have invested $255,390 in the 
stock, sale of which had been 
made subject to stringent regu- 
lations by the state. 

For one thing, each share car- 
ries a statement that “This issue 
is extremely speculative,’ add- 
ing: 

“A purchaser of shares should 
not rely on any return from his 
investment and should be pre- 
pared to accept a total “loss.” 

Held in Escrow 

Pearce said it also was stipu- 
lated the shares should be held 
in escrow for a limited number 
of buyers, preventing their resale 
to the general public. 

“There are too many people 
who own shares to satisfy Rob- 
erts’ original agreement,” he 
added. ‘‘There are people in 
it in modest circumstances who 
cannot afford to lose their in- 
investments.”’ 


In 1929, according to Stock 
Exchange records, Roberts was 
fined $15,000 for violating rules 
of the exchange, and ordered 
to pay $4400 to a partner de- 
prived of a fair share of their 
firm’s earnings. 

Roberts said today these were 
technicial violations. 





S. P.'s Business 
In 1953 Declines 


Activity Starts Last Year Strong, 
But Slowly Slips Towards End 


Southern Pacific Co.’s business activity reached record levels, 
for the first part, of Me but declined moderately during the last 
0 


five months. 3/17 54 
Freight traffic followed'a 
was lower most of the year. 

D. J. Russell, president, made 
these statements in the com- 
pany’s annual pamphlet report 
to stockholders released today. 

Operating revenues totaled 
$692,085,110, or 1.2 per cent un- 
der operating revenues for the 
record year 1952. Net railway 
operating income, the amount 
remaining from revenues after 
deduction of operating expenses, 
taxes and rents, amounted to 
$59,320,478, or $12,363,068 less 
than the 1952 figure. 

The operating income was 
equivalent to a return of 3.6 per 
cent on the net investment in 
transportation property. For 
1952, the rate of return was 45 
per cent. ’ 

The transportation system chief 
said that net income last year 
was $62,014,758, or 2.2 per cent 
less than 1952. 

Net income was equal to $6.85 
a share on 9,047,122 capital 
shares outstanding, compared 
with $7.09 a share on 8,946,942 
hares in 1952. 

“While traffic volume in 1954 
is expected to be somewhat 
lower than in the preceding two 
years, the long-term outlook is 
favorable,”” Mr. Russell said. 


NEW ROLE AHEAD 
FOR RAIL SHOPS 


Contracts for converting the 
Great Northern's Hillyard round- 
house into facilities for servicing 
and repairi i locomotives 
soon will ivi 





Superintendent Frank V. Percival 
announced yesterday. 

Percival said bids have been 
opened and contracts will be 
awarded at the Great Northern's 
home office at St. Paul. 

Tentative plans call for remodel- 
ing the shops to handle diesel loco- 
motives and combine shop and 
roundhouse operations under ene 
roof. Percival said details of the 
reconversion will be announced 
later. 

Remodeling will include the lay- 
ing of additional track into the 
locomotive shops, construction of 
work platforms and replacement of 
existing machinery. 
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similar trend, and passenger traffic 


S. P. Diesel 
Scheduled to 


Sacramento 


The Southern Pacific - an- 
nounced yesterday the schedule 
of the self-propelled, Diesel- 
powered passenger car it plans 
to operate between Sacramento 
and the Bay Area starting April 
25. The service will be 35 min 
utes faster than the present 
steam train schedule. 

The car will leave Sacra- 
mento at 12:05 p. m. daily, and 
passengers will arrive in San 
Francisco by ferry at 2:20 p. m. 
Northbound passengers will 
leave the Ferry Building on the 
3'p. m. boat and arrive in Sac- 
ramento at 5:15 p.m, All times 
are daylight saving. 

The S. P. anriounced the serv: 
ice would start after the United 
States Supreme Court refused 
to review a State Public Util- 
ities Commission ruling order- 
ing improvements in the mid- 
day San Francisco-Sacramento 
service. The new schedule is 
subject to approval by the Pub- 
lie Utilities Commission. 

° bia 
Action by Knight 
. 
On Transit Sought 

A drive to persuade Governor 
Knight, in the final 10 days of 
the legislative session, to add 
mass tragsit to his ‘“‘call’’ is be- 
ing madeéin Alameda and Cen- 
tra Costa Counties. 

The move is aftermath to Key 
System’s newest cut in service 
effective Monday. It aims at 
East Bay approach to publicly 
owned mass transit. 

Kendric B. Morrish, chairman 
of the Oakland Chamber of Com- 
merce rushed an appeal to every 
other East Bay chamber to sup- 


port this call no later than Mon- 
day. 3/22 











20 More Dome Cars 
Ordered By Union Pacific Doub 
With 15 dome passenger cars a. C 
ready on order from the American Ca: On 
& Foundry Co., the Union Pacific has 
just added to that order an addition) Plan 
20 cars, bringing the total investmey 
to approximately $10 million. Morris L 
Pia = equipment includes }(§ active in 1 
observation dome cars, five do 
coaches and five dome dining inf = _ 
Previously ordered (in March 1953 charged - y 
were five cars of each of these thre visor J. I 
7. When ey the new caxf “double-cr 
will be assigned to the “City of Lo i i 
Angeles” and the “Challenger” ly. = 
tween Los Angeles and Chicago (via save all th 
C&NW from Omaha) and to the “Ciyp McAtee 
of Portland” between Portland, Ore} and said 
and Chicago. All the cars will feature roposed 
domes of a new design that has singk . “ 
curved glass side sections without hor. of “Plan 
izontal obstructions. Deliveries arp believe | 
scheduled to begin in November, anjf amendme 
will continue into the second quarter} ballot in 
of 1955, McATEE! 
Five of the dome coaches and a “plan | 
equal number of the dome observa ing the 
tion cars will be assigned to “Chal: ~f a Fe 
lenger” service—one car of each type Powell | 
to each of the five train sets. The “Cityp Hyde aa 
of Los Angeles” will get a dome diner Culiforni 
and a dome observation car on each ol) : 
the five train sets, while the “City of Officer 
Portland” train sets will carry on mittee t 
car of each of the three types. came t 
The dining cars will have a private They en 
10-seat dining room, plus accommoda. thal was 
tions for 18 additional passengers, inf Self not 
the lower level. The dome will offer McAte 
dining facilities for an additiorial 18{ that on 
passengers, with tables for four on} the Pub 
one side of the car and tables for two} to postp 
on the other. The chair cars will havef, after th 
36 reclining leg-rest seats in the lower} MUNI FE 
level—16 at one end of the car 4nd 20 Charl 
at the other. The 24 dome seats will the Mi 
be angled 10 degrees toward the out: } that, fr 
side for easier viewing. They will be point t 
for use of all coach passengers and to sty 
will not be sold. A private game room a. pe 
seating six will be located at the for- agemet 
ward end of the observation cars. The > de 
lower level will have a cocktail lounge |) ne any 
seating nine and the observation por- am ae 
tion will seat 21. The 24 dome seats eT 
will be of a sofa type. eS 
The cars are to be built at A.C.F’s Pass 
St. Charles, Mo., Plant. } affect 
he saic 
Bamberger.—A contract has been like th 
awarded to Morrison-Knudson  Com-|) the = 
pany to relay one-half mile of paved\ —s 
double track in First West street, inf jury 
Sah Lake Ctiy. Original 70-b. rail is}, 
being replaced with 115-lb. ARA.) It be 
rail of similar height The company! Superv 
also is replacing rail and some special Marmi 
track work in Ninth South ae 9 vision 
serving the Walker Field industrial [) Which 
district. This latter trackage was ac consoli 
quired from the now-abandoned Salt meetin 
Lake & Utah. Carty 
charte; 
Cables 
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Double Cross 
On Cable Car 
Plan Charged 


Morris Lowenthal, an attorney 
active in the Citizens Commit- 
tee to Save the Cable Cars, 
charged. yesterday that Super- 
visor J. Eugene McAteer had 
“double-crossed” the group by 
withdrawing his amendment to 
save all the city’s cable car lines. 
,McAteer denied the charge 
and said he had withdrawn his 
proposed amendment in favor 
of “Plan B” because he did not 


believe that two cable car 
amendments should be on the 
ballot in the June 8 primaries. 

McATEER DEFENDED 

“Plan B” calls for consolidat- 
ing the present cable car lines 
into a system consisting of a 
Powell street line, a Powell- 
Hyde route and an abbreviated 
California street line. 

Officers in the Citizens Com- 
mittee to Save the Cable Cars 
came to McdAteer’s defense. « 
They emphasized that Loweh- 
thal was speaking only for him- 
self, not the committee. 

McAteer announced yesterday 
that on Monday he would ask 
the Public Utilities Commission 
to postpone all service cuts until 
after the June elections. 

MUNI PLANS 

Charles D. Miller, manager of 
the Municipal Railway, said 
that, from an operational view- 
point, there would be no need 
to postpone the Muni’s proposed 
cable car service cuts. The man- 
agement tentatively plans to end 
service on the O'Farrell-Hyde 
line and on the California street 
line west of Van Ness late in 
May, he said. 

Passage of “Plan B” need not 
affect these plans particularly. 
he said. “Plan B” is very much 
like the pattern worked out by 
the Public Utilities Commission 
except that it calls for having 
the Washington-Jackson cars 
turn north on Hyde street 


It began when the Board of 
Supervisors voted to consider the 
Marmion Mills Plan B for re- 
vision of the cable car system, 
which would lop off some parts, 
consolidate others. At the same 
meeting, Supervisor Eugene Mc- 
Carty withdrew his proposed 
charter amendment to keep the 
Cables as they are. 
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McAteer explained he felt Plan 
B, plus his plan, plus possible 
bond issues to finance both plans, 
would create too much confusion 
on the June ballot. He withdrew 
his plan so that voters could 
make a clear decision on Plan 
B. If Plan B lost, he said, he’d 
resubmit his plan for the No- 
vember ballot. 

McAteer’s_ intentions. were 
good, but the reaction was noti 
Morris Lowenthal, of the ‘Save 
the Cable Car Committee, speak- 
ing as an indivdual (not for the 
committee) charged McAteer 
with a breach of faith. 

Mrs. Hans Klussmann, militant 
leader of the cable car support- 
ers, announced her group would 
get signatures for an initiative 
referendum to save all the cable 
cars. 

In midweek Mrs. Kfussmamn 
revealed an independent en- 
gineering report, admittedly 
rather cursory, which said Mills 
was in error when he claimed 
that the cable car tracks need 
mgpair and replacement. The re- 
port found them good for an- 
other 20 years in all but a few 
spots. 

At week’s end The News learned 
that the Public Utilities Commis- 
sion’s orders for curtailment of 
service on the Hyde-Jones-O’Far- 
rell line won’t go into effect near- 
ly so soon as had been expected. 

A signup of Muni operators 
starts April 4, won’t be completed 
for several weeks. Until it’s done 
men won’t be assigned to new 
lines. So the cable line changes 
won’t come before mid-May. Mc- 
Ateer promptly said changes 
shouldn’t be made until after the 
June elections, at least. If Plan 
B loses. it should be obvious to 
anyone that the public wants 
the PUC to keep hands off the 
cable car system.,: 

At week’s end downtown op- 
position developed to a part of 
Plan B. The Bureau of Govern- 
mental Research opposed a pro- 
vision that would permit deficit 
financing of Plan B. This would 
overthrow a part of the city 
charter, it was pointed out, and 
allow the PUC to do just about 
as it pleased in hiring, firing, 
and ignoring budgetary pro- 
cedures. 

The PUC last week also re- 
fused to okeh service cuts on 
tive bus lines because of public 
objections. McAteer had already 
pointed out that the PUC’s in- 
consistency in ignoring the public 
on the cable car problem, listen- 
ing to it on other problems. 


Key Service Cuts 
Approved by PUC 


Revised Schedules 
For Transbay Trains 


Cuts in the Key System’s 
trans-Bay train service, which 
will affect Saturday, morning 
and midday schedules, will go 
into effect Monday. 3/22 

The service cuts were ap- 
proved yesterday by the State 
Public Utilities Commission. 

A and,.F trains will operate at 
half-hour intervals between 8:30 
a.m. and 5:30 p. m., instead of 
the present 20-minute intervals. 

45-Minute Headway 

The C and E trains will run 45 
minutes apart, instead of 40. 

B trains will continue to run 
at half-hour intervals, but will 
depart on a different schedyle. 
No change was requested in the 
G line. 

The reductions will also affect 
bus service at the East Bay 
termirfials of the lines. 

The first buses affected will be 
lines 59 and 76, serving the Mont- 
clair aytd Broadway Terrace Dis- 
tricts, which will be combined 
to one line early Sunday morn- 
ing. 

Business Decline 

The PUC said the reduced 
service was justified by the drop 
in business on the lines. 

“It seems in the public in- 
terest to permit the service 
changes you have proposed to go 
into effect as planned,” the com- 
mission wrote Key President 
Glen L. Stanley. 

Key has announced that fur- 
ther cuts on othe rlines are ex- 
pected. 


McAteer, however, has an- 
nounced that if Plan B fails to 
win a place on the ballot, he will 
revive the so-called McAteer 
amendment which would retain 
all the lines. He withdrew this 
amendment last Monday, saying 
he thought more than one cable 
car measures on the ballot would 
confuse voters. 

This action prompted the citi- 
zens committee headed by Mrs. 
Hans Klussmann, which had 
gathered 65,000 signatures in 
support of the measure, to an- 
nounce plans to get an initiative 
accomplishing the same purpose 
on the November ballot. 
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CHAIR CARS COMING. It won't be 
long now before Budd Co. starts ship 
ping us those superstreamlined new 
chair cars we ordered a year ago (see 
Feb. '53 Inside Track). During March 
and April we expect to put 15 in serv- 
ice: 7 on the Sunset Ltd., 6 on the 
Golden State and 2 on the City of SF. 
They'll be duplicates of those that 
are already such a hit on our Sunset 
. outside silvery stainless steel with 
scarlet letterboard, except for the City 
cars, which will be yellow 
they'll be outfitted with 
those marvelously com- 
fortable foam rubber 
‘Sleepy Hollow” reclin- 
ing chaise-longues, with 
pull-out leg rests. We'll 
tell you when the cars 
actually show up. 


Inside 


Sometime in the fall we'll get 10 
more from Pullman-Standard Mfg. Co 
which will be like those on our Shasta 
Day light, “Sky-View” 
windows. Four of these will go to our 
\/-asta, 6 to our Coast Daylight 


* 
NEW EXPERIMENT. Come April 25, 


with the change in railroad schedules 
due to Daylight Saving Time, we'll put 
a Budd-built R. D. C. car on our San 
Francisco-Sacramento run, replacing 
a pair of conventional steam powered 
trains, Nos. 229 and 246. The new R. 
D. C. is a self-propelled, diesel pow- 
ered, single unit passenger car. The 
round trip schedule will be pretty 
much the same as now, casting off from 
Sacramento about noon, and leaving 
San Francisco (or strictly speaking 
Oakland Pier) in mid-afternoon. The 
schedules won't be set definitely un- 
til after we make test runs with the 
new unit, 


with enormous 


Actually, 
idea at all. 


this innovation isn't our 
Some time back we asked 
the California Public Utilities Com- 
mission to let us discontinue this par- 
ticular schedule. People seem to pre- 
fer driving their cars over that stretch 
of country between Sacramento and 
Oakland, using a high speed highway. 
We seem to have been running near- 
empty trains consistently at these off- 
peak hours. However, the PUC in- 
stead ordered us not only to continue 
the schedule but also to buy this 
fancy R. D. C. job for the run. 

While we have seen nothing to 
change our views as to the chances of 
making both ends meet on the runs 
in question, we're going to do our 
level best to make the R. D. C. car a 
success. We would very much like to 
prove ourselves all 
gm wrong, if it will 
bring in some net 
money to the pas- 
senger department 
coffers. Accordingly 
we'll give you the 
full scoop when the 
car arrives, so we 
can all help drumup business for it 
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DOUBLEDECK COMMUTING would 
be just fine with 84% of our San 
Francisco Peninsula passengers, judg- 
ing from a preliminary count of the 
postcard questionnaires they fired 
back at us after inspecting a “gallery” 
car. The doubledeck coach, which 
CB&Q obligingly lent us, was parked 
at San Francisco's 3rd St. Station Jan- 
uary 19, 20 & 21, then put into service 
for a few trial runs. In spite of our 
heavy losses on commute service (over 
a million dollars a year out-of-pocket, 
not counting overhead or return on in- 
vestment), we're toying with the idea 
of improving it with new equipment. 
We're still tallying cards from those 
who actually rode the car. 

The stainless steel double-decker 
seats 148 people in double seats on the 
lower deck and singles on the balcony, 
all with wide windows. It would give 
us extra seats without adding extra 
cars to the train. Adding cars would 
slow down schedules and block street 
crossings. (Most of our present cars 
seat 72, some 96). It’s air-conditioned, 
has individual fluorescent reading 
lights and would set us back 175,000 
clams. We would probably have some 
of our ideas built into the car if we 
bought some. 

Real George 

Comments from our peninsula pas- 
sengers ranged from “real zoreh!” to 
“good for midgets”. Suggestions for 
added improvements included foam 
rubber ceilings (safety measure for 
tall guys), electric signs at the ends of 
cars showing next stop, and 110-volt 
plugs for electric shavers, which would 
enable men to sleep in an extra 10 
minutes. 

Main objection (18%) was lack of 
storage space downstairs (upstairs has 
a shelf). Many liked the single seats 
above. Said one: “It's nice up here for 
an old maid who wants to crochet.” 


El Paso Yard To Get 
Additional Trackage 


N expenditure of approximately half 

a million dollars for construction of 

13 new tracks in the Alfalfa unit of El 

Paso yard was announced early this 
month. 

As part of the work, scheduled to start 
soon, a wye connection with the line to 
Tucumcari will also be built. 

In making the announcement, Presi- 
dent D. J. Russell said: “The yard im- 
provement program not only provides for 
a large addition to Southern Pacific’s 
facilities in El Paso, but is also an in- 
vestment in El Paso’s future. Southern 
Pacific has always taken pride in the 
fact it was the first railroad to serve El 
Paso, and we look forward to playing 
our part in the continued development 
of the city.” 

Construction of the 13 new tracks, 
which will aggregate about nine miles 
of additional yard trackage, will be un- 
dertaken jointly by Pacific Lines and 
T&NO. 
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SP Defends 
Use of Ferries 
To Cross Bay 


Holds Substitution of 
Buses Uneconomical 


To modernize the OaklanJ 
Mole and substitute transby 
buses for automotive ferries { 
train passengers on the S. fF 
Sacramento run would fot i 
economical, the Southern Pacif 
contended in a study submitte; 
yesterday to the Sta 
Utilities Commission. mai 

The SP report maintained thi 
modernization of the Oaklanj 

pigs passenger service facilities 
ig;not feasible. The SP’s fray 
chise to the pier expires in-No 
vember, 1960. . 

Changes Proposed 

To modernize the Oaklan/ 
Mole, walls would have to 
sheathed in the waiting room: 
picture windows, planter boxes 








wastebaskets, new settees 
installed and’ 
rest rooms renovated. 

The second part of the study 
referred to the establishment 
automotive passenger’ servi 
between San Francisco and pa 
senger stations in Berkely 
Oakland for servicing  sevetl 
trains between here and Sacre 
mento. 

Passengers would load at the 
16th-st depot in Oakland and the 
University-av depot in Berkeley 
for San Francisco and leave : 
proposed terminus on the Enm- 
barcadero in front of the presen: 
SP ticket office in the south wing 
of the Ferry Building. 

Army Involved 

Buses would have to travel over 
the Army base overpass in Oak 
land, an eight-mile route. Us 
of the overpass would involve 
the consent of the Army for 
6/10ths of a mile of roadway 
One bus would take 10 trips 
over a 15-hour spread, making i 
in 20 minutes between here ani 
16th-st depot. 

Southern Pacific officials saii 
it is impossible to estimate the 
expenses required for the peat 
periods and during the State Fair 
and holidays and said it woul 
cost $45,000 annually. Cost est 
mates were made on a charter 
bus rate. 

Substituting buses for ferries 
would be “a wasted duplicatio: 
of transbay service,” the repor! 
concluded. 
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Nevada Railroad Fistoric., 


gosh" EXCURSION ; Soci, 


TIME TABLE 


NO. 1 


IN EFFECT MARCH 14, 1954 AT 12:01 A. M. 








For the Government and information of Employeees only, and not intended for the use of the public. 
The Company reserves the right to vary from this Time Table as circumstances may require. 
ALLAN HANCOCK, President 


W. D. SHERIDAN, Trainmaster W. T. COLEMAN, Manager 
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nta Maria Valley Railroad's five General Electric diesel locomotives numbers 10, 20, 
, 40 and 50 lined up at Santa Maria. They arc equipped with short-wave radio for 
spatching while underway. They are 600 h.p., 70-ton switcher type. 


SANTA MARIA VALLEY RAILROAD COMPANY 





fae Santa wiaria Val.ey ‘:ailroad is a snortline railroad in 
Pupper part of Santa Barbara County in California connect- 
Pwitn the coast line of tne Soutnern Pacific at Guadalupe, 
lrunnine eicht miles eastward to santa .waria and another six 
es-to Gates. ‘tiie road has a number of siort spurs the most 
ortent of wiich are to Betteravia, battles, .,orti Santa Maria 
Santa ‘aria Public Airport. 

tue line was buiit in 1911 by an English oil 6yndicate 
wa as tue Santa iaria Cil Fields, Ltd., to handle tank car 
ipneats of petroleum products originating at the refinery at 
damite wnicn was tuen tue eastern terminus of the railroad, 
Froad also served, alony with the Pacific Coast Railroad, 

Union Sugar Co:pany refinery at Betteravia. 

In 1915, the annual traffic amounted to approximately 


ESTON. pig’ Cars of waich 2000 were petroleum products auc some 2000 


€ sugar beets. After 1915 shipmeats from tue oil refinery 
Roadamite decreased and there were indications that the sug- 


road thro beet refinery at Betteravia was not securing sufficient beets, 


shatlea i 


By 1925 traffic had dropped off so bad tiat tne line was 


i, 4. jd at a sueriff's sale on the steps of the Courthouse at Santa 


2rricke 
juido 
isher 
Ra te 
or 5l 
s 20¢ 





thera, Captain G. Allan ilancock, who had become interested 
the Santa ilaria Valley as a fresh vegetable producing area, 
@chased the railroad at the sale. 

Under Captain Hancock the railroad was improved, track 
Paired, equipment purchased and a modern shop and general 
Bices were constructed, Extensive plans for development 

agriculture in the valley were promoted. 
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Santa Maria Valley Express Motor No. 9 at Santa Maria about 1937. While no rem 
passenger service was operated due to the competition cf the Pacific Coast Railv 
narrow gauge electric interurban between Guadalupe and Santa Maria, the line ope 
Railway Lxpress in this special car for a tine, 


SANTA MARIA VALLEY 


things were to get worse,however, for in 1927 tive Union 
Sugar refinery found it necessary to close down its operation 
following tne fell run, ‘the nuwauber of cers of petrolieun pro- 
ducts from tne Roadamite oil refinery coutinued to decrease e 
year after 1927, 

By the year 1929, however, tue vegetable vrowing program 
in tne valley was well underway and carloads of fresh veygetadl 
took tne place of sugar beets and petroleum products in the 
Shipments handled by the railroad, In 1934 tie Union Sugar 
reopened its refirery at setteravia, but by thea trucks were 
Carrying a large portion of tne beets. 

Siiipments reacued an aaiual total of 20,60 cars during 
‘orld war II, and waile tune 1953 total was 22,540 cars, it 
a- ears that the 1954 figure may exceed tue 26,UCC record. 

fhe orizinal two stecau engines acquirer. by Captain lia ncod 
when he took over the road in 1925 had been replaced by one une 
aad four modern, tiousa secona-hand, steam engines. In 1948 
diesel srovram ..as started and five General clectric 7Q@-ton 
diesel-electric switchers equipped for multiple-unit operation 
were acauired. 

The steam engines were retained for standby with only tw 
engines, 21 and 1CC, bein: Yisted for active service in emer; 
ies, In ‘lay, 195€ envine 205 was donated to tue Santa Barbar? 
County Fair which is ueld in Canta varia and engine 1Ul0 was 
recently donated to travel Town in Los Angeles, 

By 1950 tiie traific to and from Rozdamite had decreased! 
tae point tuat it would no longer justify railroad operation! 

aat point, tne Interstate Cormerce Coimiission was petition 
for permission to abandon six miles of track from Gates to hd 
amite and the request was vwranted. 
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Engine No. 15, originally tic second No. 1, was acquired in 1913 from the Tonopah & 
Tidewater where it was No. 5. It was built by Balewin in 1907 (#31418) and was 
scrapped in 1933. ingines 1 and 2 renumbered 15 and 12 respectively in 1925. 


Engine No. 1000 was the last steam engine purchased being acquired from the Newauhum 
Valley in 1944 where it was No. 1000. It was built by schenactady in 1920 (,/61535) 
for the Hetch Hetchy Railroad as their No. 4. It was retired in 1952 and donated to 
Travel Town, Los Angeles by Vaptain Allan Ilancock in 1953. Capt ilancock in cab. 


“isa SANTA MARIA VALLEY RAILROAD. 1948 


GENERAL ae a zs os 

Los Angeles, Cal. | Gro. W. MatruEws, Secretary ¢ “3 asurer. »s Angeles, Cal. 

Eh Ous0n esos ‘Bcc . T. COLEMAN, Manager & Audito ° Santa Maria, Cal. 
___ Miles of road porated, 24 Gauge, 4 ft. Sin. Locomotives (oil burning. 5: diesel electric, 1), 6. 


FREIGHT B UIEMent- : 
___The freight oars of this Company are marked “Santa Maria Valley R .M. V.".and are numbered and classified as follows: 
| - a : APA. | 
| InsrDE. i Doona, 
MARKINGS ——$$_—____ ees 
AND NUMBERS. lxxorn| WIDTH. HEIGHT FROM RAIL. one. | oom \, a 


| | Pe pants 























LR Mech. eign 


Ivam Nomasn. 


KIND OF CARS. Length] Width [Height : = to lr ~P sy To |) Width Tight Witt h aga 
ol 


treme Extreme 


Sides or| Wide $f ltstreme|| of | of | of |u| |aalions.| 


Width. 1s a Height. || Open'g | Open’g Open'g Oven 
ltt. inltt. in-ltt. init. in lft. inet. ch uk ck a in. ft. sa 

\\* Mi Piat, teal Frame. . 115 : | 

||@ Tank 125 cual ived } | (048 ga 


235 {wwe rs 
1225, 1 
1246, 1248 


ease of Cars. 


te 





t. in! ft. in ft. inte in | - 
| 


. «| 80000 Ib 
30000 Ib. 











|... 
tition | —— faeere * EEE IS 
| Freight cars owned are @ not used in interchange service. For application of caer es under Per Diem Rule ee Embargo 0 
to }0: Report movements, mileage or per diem, send bills for cepetre to-carsand | Regulations and instructions issued by Association of odie an n Railroads 
ste | address embargo notices, embargo taba bom and notices of cars held under | - 
|| Per Diem Rules to W. T. Coleman, Manager, Santa Maria. Cal. FREIGHT CONNECTIONS agua JUNCTION POINTS. 


|| __ Per diem balances settled by voucher prepared by W. es Coleman, Mer__| Southern Pacifio— Guadalupe. Ca Oct. 1948. _ 
! —- — — —————— — — ———— 
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Engine No. 12, originally No. 2, was acquired in 1913 from the [onopah wu Piuewater 
where it was No. 4. Built by Baldwin in 1906 (29312) it was scrapped in 194). 
Engine No. 21 was purchased new in 1925 from Baldwin locomotive works (55308). 
It is one of two steam engines still in service en the linc. 

Engine No. 100 was acquired in 1942 from the Pope-falbot Lumber Uo. where it was 
No. 109. It was built by Baldwin in 1926 (#59264) as Chas. X% Mccormick umber 

Co. No. 4. . - 
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SANTA MARIA VALLEY 


“ngine 125 was acquired ir. 1941 from the Columbie & Nehalem River RK. where it was 
Ko, 125. It was built by Baicwin ir 1920 (,/52790) anu was retired in 1948. 

sngine 150 was acquired in june, 1942 frou the Mascn vounty icgging Cc. where it was 
Nee 4. It was built by Balewin in 1922 (#55804) fer tne Vance Lumber Co. as Now 45 

it was retired by the Canta Maria Vellcy in 1952. 

tagine 205 was acquired in januury, 1933 from the Saa Joayuia & Lastern Nailrocd where 
it was No. 205. It vas built by Baldwin in 1924 (57613) aud was donatce by tiie Gunta 
Maria Valley to the Santa Sarbara County Fair in 1950. 
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